
Official Publication of the Baptist Missionary Training School

DECEMBER 2022

Echoes



BMTS Alma Mater

We praise thee, we love thee, our dear Alma Mater, 

Our school we shall never forget nor regret; 

Hallowed the memories that cling round thy portals,

Oh, Alma Mater, our homage accept. 

How brave, oh, how lofty the souls that conceived

thee! that cherished the vision in hope's darkest night, 

And brave souls, God bless them! who by toils

unceasing Uphold Alma Mater for God and the right. 

For truth, we thank thee, for the high aims imparted 

By those who have taught us to strive toward the

height, Spurring us onward to fervent endeavor, 

Inspiring us ever to shine as His light. 

God grant that we never shall cast shame upon thee, 

'that our lives like His shall be blameless each day;

May the spirit that guides thee clothe us with His

power Oh, Alma Mater, God bless thee for aye. 
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Seeing the legacy of the Baptist
Missionary Training School lived out
in Colgate Rochester Crozer’s Divinity

School’s mission.

OUR MISSION

 

T O  F O R M  S T U D E N T S  I N
T H E O L O G I C A L  A N D  

M U L T I - R E L I G I O U S  S T U D I E S
T O  S E R V E ,  C A R E  A N D

A D V O C A T E  F O R  A L L
P E O P L E S  A N D  T H E  E A R T H .
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R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  
B M T S  S I S T E R S  

Tomiko Asano '49

November 19, 2022

Rev. Dr. Janet Gibbs Bentley

BMTS '61, CRDS '64 and '74

October 21, 2022

Dorothy Estabrook Griffith '56

August 7, 2022

Kathleen Ham '46

September 5, 2022

Ann Paquin '52

September 20, 2022

who have completed their
Pilgrim Journeys
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Dr. Joanna Patricia Payne-Jones, '58

December 16, 2021 

Agnes Kelley Roark, '51

April 17, 2022

Freida Dollar Foster Tipton '51

(date unknown at time of publishing) 

Mary Elizabeth Tungsvik '58

July 28, 2019

Georgette Hanot Wrobbel  '46

November 19, 2021

Joyce Virgina Watts Mellor '48

January 15, 2020
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NEWS AND

UPDATES

 

F R O M  O U R  B M T S  S I S T E R S
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H A Z E L  H A Y D E N  B E L D E N  ' 6 0

I trained for the ministry at the Baptist Missionary Training School (BMTS) in Chicago, Illinois from

1956-1960 with an emphasis in Christian Center work. During my training, I spent time doing 

inner-city mission work on the south side of Chicago. In the summers during my training, I went to

Benton, Michigan. I also spent 13 weeks with the indigenous people in the Mojave desert. This was

in partnership with the First Baptist Church of Las Vegas. At the conclusion of my time there, 

I spent a week at the Nellis Air Base and one week in a community between the base and the

desert.

At the American Baptist Assembly Ground at the Roger Williams Inn, in Green Lake, Wisconsin, 

I met the love of my life, Jerry Belden. As we moved towards graduation, Jerry asked me to marry

him. The denomination's decision led to a small church, Grace Baptist Chapel in St. Paul,

Minnesota. We spent 4 eye-opening years in this wonderful place. Jerry trained for ministry at

Central Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Kansas. He had completed work at Menningers

in Topeka, Kansas, and Howell Institute in Michigan. We served together in Saint Paul, Minnesota,

Lebanon, Indiana, Topeka, Kansas, Wood River, Illinois, Kansas City, Kansas, Pittsburg, Kansas,

and Carrollton, Illinois. Both Jerry and I were ordained in May 1960 and August 1986, respectively.

Along with our parish ministry, we spent many hours counseling those in need and working with

the homeless.  

I completed additional degree work at SIU, Edwardsville, Illinois, and Pittsburg State University,

Pittsburg,  Kansas. I received my bachelor of science in education in 976 and a master’s in

education with an emphasis on reading in 1982. I taught for a little over 20 years in the following

places: Roxana, Illinois, Turner, Kansas, Southeast Kansas, Pittsburg, Kansas, and Carrollton,

Illinois. I loved every minute of it. I also was the campus minister on the Pittsburg State (Kansas)

Campus for the American Baptist Ministries from 1979 to 1986.

Just before our retirement, we saw a need and established the Tri-county (Madison, Jersey,

Calhoun counties, Illinois) AIDS Task Force for those who needed support, counseling, love, and

information on health care for themselves or loved ones. This ministry continues today. I raised our

family, as Jerry was usually working over 75 hours a week. As the children got older we started

sharing the family part of our lives. I was fortunate to get a teaching position in Jerseyville, Illinois

working with disabled readers and teaching American history for ten years.  As I think back on all

the things we accomplished, I remember having visiting missionaries come to our home for meals

after speaking. The highlights were Nicky Cruz and David Wilkerson, and other missionaries from

Congo, India, Burma (Miramar), and the Philippines. 6



N A N  G A L A W A Y  ' 6 0

At 23 years of age, I decided to venture out and try something

different in life. That happened when I enrolled at BMTS in September

1956. Life certainly changed. I wasn't an exemplary student, however,

I did make the grade and graduated with my other 13 classmates in

1960 with a BRE. 

The next fall I was accepted and started working on a social work

degree at Columbia University in New York. That experience had

many more challenges. I lived at the Church of All Nations (a

Methodist Settlement House) with nine other students. The course of

study was 2 years. In 1962 I graduated with a MS degree. That

summer, I was married to Burt Galaway. We had 2 children. Moved

many times - Nebraska for 2 years, Iowa for 6 years, Minnesota for 15

years, Winnepeg for 10 years, and Colorado for 13 years. Our final

move was back to Minnesota in 2013 where I remain. I love living here

and our kids are close by. Unfortunately, Burt passed in 2019 but left

me with 58 years of precious memories. 

This week I was able to have a wonderful experience as

CRCDS President, Dr. Angela Sims visited. My son Andy

and his wife Rose joined us for lunch. It was great to chat

about BMTS and to focus on the school and its new

challenges. It was great to have a visit and really get

acquainted with Dr. Sims. I am now 89, still going strong

and grateful for life, and its challenges, and thankful that

God has been so good to us. 

I retired at 35 years of service. Jerry retired after 36 years in formal Christian ministry. Jerry was

natural at counseling and continuing to do so in retirement until 2020. I continue to counsel people

and make sure they know that they are not alone and they are loved. My husband Jerry and I

moved into assisted living November 11, 2021. We had celebrated our 61st wedding anniversary

August 7th of 2021.  He passed away January 23, 2022 after a long struggle with congestive heart

failure.I am now enjoying my grandchildren and great grandchildren and watching how they are

making a difference in the world.
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R U T H  E L L E N  F O S T E R  ' 6 1

My name is Ruth Ellen Aust Foster, and I graduated from BMTS in the class of 1960.

Within the past decade, I have written and published a series of seven medieval mystery

novels set in the West Country of England in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth

centuries under my author's name of Ellen Foster. I entitled the series The Lady

Apollonia West Country Mysteries and based them on our four different years of living in

Exeter, Devon, England while my husband was visiting professor there at the University

of Exeter. During those years, I served as a Steward and Guide in the 14th Cathederal

Church of St. Peter in Exter. These were exceptional experiences for an American but

especially for me as a history major, MALS, 1971, Valparaiso University, and a

descendant of English ancestors traceable back to the 16th century. 
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J A N E T  S E D A M  R O B E R T S  ' 5 1

Here is what I have learned about BMTSers in 2022: 

The post office returned letters marked 'Unable to Forward" which had been sent to: 

Gudrun Engler Busch '51, Mary Hunt Tungsvik '58, Doris Farnsworth ' 56

Gudrun wrote from her home in March 2021 telling me her faith was sustaining her through her struggle

with health issues. There was no answer to the letter I sent in April. I know she had been on a waiting

list for an apartment in a senior community. I hope someone knows what happened to her. Mary and

her husband moved to a retirement community in 2014. No response to a letter I sent at end of 2020.

Losing her is sad. My 2020 letter to Doris brought no response. 'Deceased" was written an envelope in

2021, which is helpful. 

In December 2021,  I was delighted to read Joanna Payne Jones '58 message in ECHOES. Joanna told

us about her progressive illness which "stuck her in bed." A few days later, Emma Ornelas Gordoa, '58,

phoned to tell me that Joanna had died on December 16, 2021. Emma and her son attended Joanna's

Celebration of Life on March 30th and visited me on their way back to Arizona. Emma brought a copy

of the celebration folder and told me about the service. The printed biography describes Joanna's

academic achievements and numerous creative accomplishments but says nothing about BMTS.

Emma said she told the folks gathered about that part of Joanna's life during the sharing by family and

friends. 

On August 7th I received a phone call from Vanessa, the niece of Dorothy Estabrook Griffith '56,

telling me that her aunt, my ''Big Sis," had died that morning. Dorothy had a long difficult decline. I

expressed my appreciation to Vanessa and let her know she would be hearing from me again. 

On August 22nd I assembled the words of "Pilgrim Journey" and other BMTS items for a mailing to

Vanessa. Just as I finished that, Emma phoned. She shared the news from Betty Loun Wright '58 and

Delia Velderraine Perez '55 whom she had talked with and found that they were both OK. She told me

about a trip to California beach at the time of her June birthday, her good time at the Green Lake World

Missions Conference in July, and her anticipation of another mission trip to Mexico.

Life continues to go well for me with plenty to do, needs met, and numerous rich experiences along

the way. I've enjoyed wonderful music many times, rides through the beautiful world which surrounds

Plymouth Village, and marvelous happenings with many friends. I rejoice in God's abundant blessings,

which have sustained my Pilgrim Journey through all that has been and will continue through all that is

yet to be. Praise God for BMTS friends, Dorothy, Doris, Joanna, and many others who have completed

their Piligrim Journeys and are now living "in the palace of the King." 
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K I Y O K O  F U J I U  ' 4 6

Kiyoko Fujiu was recently featured in a documentary that is currently being shown at many film

festivals around the country.  

Kiyoko's family was one of the families featured in this documentary. After being incarcerated in

Tanforan, she was allowed to come to Chicago to attend college at the Baptist Missionary

Training School.  This traumatic experience of the forced evacuation compelled her to work for

social justice the rest of her life.

The feature documentary, 80 YEARS LATER, explores the racial inheritance of Japanese

American family incarceration during World War II through multigenerational conversations with

survivors and their descendants. On the 80th anniversary of Executive Order 9066 that

imprisoned 120,000 Japanese Americans in World War II, families still grapple with the legacy of

their experience. How does one inherit traumatic history across generations?

Learn more about 80 YEARS LATER at www.80yearslater.film.

Kiyo with daughter Jean and
grandson John

 
 

Also, she recently spoke with her

good friend, Zenol Moore of the

same class. They have stayed

friends all these years. Zenol is 99

years old and is looking forward to

celebrating her 100th birthday next

year. Zenol was wondering if there

are any other of their classmates

who are still alive.
Kiyo and daughter Jean at the First Baptist Church of Chicago
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M A R C I E  H E R R E R A  C H A C O N  ' 5 7

I received today the "ECHOES" Annual Newsletter notice. 

I attended the Baptist Missionary Training School on

Wellington Ave in Chicago. I had not heard any news from

Echoes and missed it. I'm 91 years old. I am a 5th

generation grandmother. I would like to hear from those

who remember me. My email is

marcieangel77@gmail.com.

R U T H  W A T S O N  ' 5 1

I managed to get through today to my 1951 BMTS classmate Emma Enoch. Her hearing and

sight are more serious than last season.  I remember how Emma would remember each one

of our birthdays for many decades. Emma is still living on her own. Her occasional caregivers

seem to be a nephew and the grandchildren of children Emma had taught in the Baptist

Church’s Sunday and Vacation Bible School after she returned from the ABCHMS missionary

service in Alaska to care for her aging father. 

I have come through months of leg paralysis, hospitalization, physical and oxygen therapy

and now I am almost ready to emerge from my cocoon. I am most lucky and doing ok if not

well. 

Grateful to all at CRDS + for your stalwart determination to continue the mission of preparing

another generation of scholars, teachers preachers, and prophets for such a time as this.

May God’s blessings be evident from time to time. Enjoy!
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W E L C O M E  S O N G  # 1

Welcome, Welcome

We're glad to see you here.

BMTS welcomes friends far & near.

We hope that your visit's merry,

As long as you may tarry,  

And you can bet,

We won't forget,

Always knowing friends just like you.

B I R T H D A Y  S O N G

Tune: Comin' Thru the Rye'

If a body has a birthday at BMTS

We should always fill that birthday full of

happiness.

So dear _________, on your birthday

We found wishes bring; 

Hearts with love and joy are bringing

As to you sing: 

    "Happy birthday to you, (etc.)"

W E L C O M E  S O N G  # 2

Alumnae, Alumnae

We greet you today,

As your path turns back this way,

We know you'll have memories

You'll always revere,

Of the days in training here.

May blue skies e'er shine above you, 

And you know we'll always love you.

Oh, dear Alma Mater

We wall want to be,

Forever united in thee.

B E N E D I C T I O N

The Lord bless thee and keep thee;

The Lord make His face to shine upon thee,

And be gracious unto thee,

And be gracious unto thee, 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee,

and give thee peace. 

He shall give His angels charge over thee,

To keep thee in all thy ways, 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 

B E A U T I F U L  M U S I C  O F
T R E A S U R E D  S C H O O L  D A Y S
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CRCDS is pleased to announce that the institution is a recipient of two professional development

grants and additional support from the Wabash Center.

The first grant is for a faculty member to participate in a Peer Mentoring Cluster Cohort for Early

Career African American Women. Dr. Kishundra D. King, Assistant Professor of Practical Theology

and Director of Black Religious Thought and Life will be participating in this cluster cohort. This

grant is specifically designed for a full time Black and Indigenous people of color (BIPOC) faculty

member who teaches religion or theology at a college, university, or theological school in the US

and Canada and is intended to support the development of multi-year, peer-to-peer, relationships

through small group connections to enrich and strengthen teaching and learning.

Additionally, two members of our faculty are participating in the Teaching and Learning Workshop

for Early Career Theological School Faculty. Dr. Hilary J. Scarsella, Assistant Professor of Ethics

and Director of Gender, Sexual, and Racial Justice Studies, and Dr. Kishundra D. King will be

participating in this series of workshops which began last summer.

The second grant is for Creating Discussion Groups: Issues of Racial Diversity, Equity and

Inclusivity for Theological Schools and Seminaries. Since CRCDS seeks to be a seminary of and

for the community, this discussion group plans to prioritize the development of case studies that

explore how we might increase our capacity to be community accountable scholars and teachers

in relation to issues of race and justice in the Rochester community.

This discussion group will be led by Dr. Deborah J. Rogers, Vice President for Academic Affairs

and Associate Professor of Theology, Culture, and the Practice of Ministry. Also participating in

this discussion group are the following CRCDS faculty and staff members; Rev. Dr. Cynthia

Rasmussen, Assistant Professor of Public Theology and Eco-Justice and Director of the Program

for Anglican Studies, the Rev. Jacqueline J. Nelson, Director of Student Support Services and

Coordinator for Spiritual Care, and the Rev. Dr. Shazetta Thompson-Hill, Director of the Doctor of

Ministry Program.

N E W S  F R O M  C R C D S

C R C D S  F A C U L T Y  M E M B E R S  R E C E I V E  S U P P O R T
F R O M  T H E  W A B A S H  C E N T E R
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The Wabash Center supports faculty reflecting upon teaching and the teaching life when

employed in theological education, colleges and universities in the United States and Canada. The

center is exclusively funded by Lilly Endowment Inc. Its activities include resource development, a

re-granting program, and a wide array of cohort groups to improve teaching and the teaching life

with a central aim to help teachers to teach better.

Dr. Deborah J. Rogers remarked “I am grateful for the support that Wabash has provided to

CRCDS through the funding of these grant projects and workshops. As we continue to discern

how to live into our mission and vision, resources such as these are a vital tool for our discernment

and increase our capacity as theological educators.”

N E W S  F R O M  C R C D S

C R C D S  C O M M I T S  T O  T H E  R O C H E S T E R  C O M M U N I T Y
T H R O U G H  T H E  L E V E L  U P  C H A M P I O N S  I N I T I A T I V E

CRCDS is a proud partner in Rochester’s Level Up Champions initiative. A Level Up Champion is an

employer that has taken the first step toward wage equity by instituting a $15 per hour or higher

starting wage within their organization.

Founded by the RMAPI, the Level Up Champion recognition program is both a celebration of

progress and an urgent call to action. The Level Up Champions recognition badge celebrates

organizations who have made the decision to increase their starting wage, showing that doing the

right thing is part of their company’s DNA. The badge also signifies to current employees,

potential employees and the general public that Level Up Champions believe that increasing

wages are essential to promoting upward mobility and their organization is committed to being a

part of the wider movement to lift our entire community.

H O R I Z O N  S O C I E T Y  A T  C R C D S

Your Gift Matters - Make a Big Impact with a Future Gift. When you include Colgate Rochester

CrozerDivinity School in your estate plans, you truly make a difference as we continue to live into

our mission. Your legacy gift will continue to form students in theological and multi-religious

studies to serve, care, and advocate for all peoples and the earth. For additional information,

contact advancement@crcds.edu or (585) 340-9647.
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Contact Us: 

585-271-1320

advancement@crcds.edu

www.crcds.edu 

320 North Goodman St.

Suite 207

Rochester, NY 14607


