










Weekend Nine- The Church Encounters the World:
Applied Ethics and Moral Theology
This course attends to the classical traditions of ethical thinking as well as
contemporary ethical reflection on significant issues facing the church and
the world in the 21st Century.

Year Three

Weekend One-FoundationaL Texts: Apocalyptic Literature in Hebrew
criptures and The Book of Revelation

This course will equip students to recognize and engage tho e religious
and political movements in our contemporary culture that operate out of
an apocalyptic world view, from Christians who believe in the rapture, to
"extremists" of various religious traditions.

Weekend Two- The Church Encounters the World:
Theologies of the Religions and Comparative Theology
This course will introduce students to the various theological responses
within the Christian tradition to the existence of other world religions. It
will encourage students to articulate their own theological position and to

reflect on how they will live into that theological stance from the pulpit,
in pastoral encounters and in community ministries.

Weekend Three- The Church Encounters the WorLd:
African American Denominational Church History
This course will compare and contrast the histories of the major African
American denominations focusing on the denominations represented in
the class. Both the European and American roots of these groups will be
explored.

Weekend Four - The Church Encounters the World'
Introduction to World Religions and Interfaith Dialogue
This course will prepare students to engage in ministry in this pluralistic
and multicultural society. They will learn the basics about the beliefs and
practices of major world religions and the fundamental principles of
respectful interfaith dialogue.

Weekend Five- Worship-Preachingfor PastoraL Occasions in the African
American Church: Weddings, Funerals, and Baptisms
"1 his course will prepare students to preach effectively and authentically at
the critical pastoral events in the lives ofAfrican American congregants.
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Weekend Six- Worship-Pastoral Leadership: urturing ew and
Experienced Leaders in the African American Church
This course will address the task of developing and nurturing leaders
within the African American congregation. The mentoring of associate
ministers, deacons, trustees, auxiliary heads and other leadership positions
with the church will be discussed.

Weekend Seven- The Church Encounters the World:
Telling the Church's Stories: Early and Medieval Church History
A brief survey of the history of Christianity from its inception through
the Middle Ages up to the time of the Reformations. Attention will be
given to major persons and movements as well as major doctrinal
controversies.

Weekend Eight-Engaged Ministry:
The African American Church in the Public Square
This course will address the many way that the African American church
has been and continues (0 be involved in public life. We will examine the
role of the church in community organizing, social advocacy, grant
writing, urban planning, and entrepreneurial development. We will
discuss the strategic role of the African American church in the life of the
African American community in particular, as well as in the community
as a whole.

Weekend Nine-Foundational Texts: Denominational Polity
In denominational groups student will tudy their denomination' legal
and canonical documents confessions laws, regulations ethical codes and
responsibil ities.

Tuition:
1500 per year which includes housing and food at oue Dame

Retreat Center for the 9 program weeKends.

For further information contact The Rev. Dr. Gay L. Byron, Interim
Dean, Program of Black Church Studies at (585) 340-9591,
gbyron@crcds.edu. For an application contact GP Dickerson-Hanks at
(585) 340-9651, gdickerson-hanks@crcds.edu, or you may download an
application from our website at www.crcds.edu.
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